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2483 AM5 CEM Sb275. 2

HB 2483 - S ANMD 247
By Senator Cenig

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW29A. 04.008 and 2007 ¢ 38 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this title:

(1) "Ballot" means, as the context inplies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdiction or
portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, general election, or
speci al el ection;

(b) A facsimle of the contents of a particular ballot whether
printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a voting nmachine
or voting device;

(c) A physical or electronic record of the choices of an individual
voter in a particular primary, general election, or special election;
or

(d) The physical docunent on which the voter's choices are to be
recor ded;

(2) "Paper ballot" neans a piece of paper on which the ballot for
a particular election or primary has been printed, on which a voter nmay
record his or her choices for any candidate or for or against any
measure, and that is to be tabul ated manual |l y;

(3) "Ballot card" neans any type of card or piece of paper of any
size on which a voter may record his or her choices for any candi date
and for or against any neasure and that is to be tabulated on a vote
tallying system

(4) "Sanple ballot"” neans a printed facsimle of all the issues and
offices on the ballot ina jurisdiction and is intended to give voters
notice of the issues, offices, and candidates that are to be voted on
at a particular primary, general election, or special election;
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(5) "Provisional ballot" neans a ballot issued at the polling place
on election day by the precinct election board to a voter who woul d
ot herwi se be denied an opportunity to vote a regular ballot, for any
reason authorized by the Help Anmerica Vote Act, including but not
l[imted to the foll ow ng:

(a) The voter's nanme does not appear in the poll book;

(b) There is an indication in the poll book that the voter has
requested an absentee ballot, but the voter wishes to vote at the
pol l'i ng pl ace;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning the
i ssues or candi dates on which the voter is qualified to vote;

(d) Any other reason allowed by | aw,

(6) "Party ballot"” neans a primary election ballot specific to a
particular major political party that lists all candidates for partisan
office who affiliate with that same major political party, as well as
the nonpartisan races and ballot neasures to be voted on at that
primry;

(7) "Nonpartisan ballot” neans a prinmary election ballot that |ists
all nonpartisan races and ballot neasures to be voted on at that

primry;
(8) "Mail ballot" nmeans a ballot transmtted by the United States
postal service, facsinle, electronic mail, or other electronic nmeans

as established in rules by the secretary of state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 29A 48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A voter may receive a ballot by e-mail or other electronic
means. A voter may return a voted ballot by e-mail if the voter's
signature on the declaration acconpanies the ballot. The secretary of
state nust establish procedures to protect the secrecy of the voted
bal | ot .

(2) A voter may request to receive all future ballots by e-mail or
other available electronic neans. A voter may also request to
term nate receiving ballots by postal mail.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 40. 150 and 2009 c¢c 415 s 12 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
(1) An overseas or service voter nmay receive a ballot by fax,
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e-mail, or_ other electronic neans. An overseas_or service voter nay
return a voted ballot by fax or e-nmail if the voter's signature on the
decl aration acconpanies the ballot. The county auditor nust establish
procedures to protect the secrecy of the voted ballot.

(2) An overseas or service voter may request to receive all future
ballots by fax, e-mail, or_ other available_ electronic_neans. An
overseas_or _service_voter may also_request to_ termnate_ receiving
ball ots by postal mail.

(3) The ((+nftormatton—oen—the—enveloepes—eor)) instructions for
overseas voters and service voters nust include the contact information
for the county auditor's office and nust explain that:

((6H)) (a) Return postage is free if the ballot is mailed through
the United States postal service, United States arnmed forces posta
service, or the postal service of a United States forei gn enbassy;

((2)) (b) The date of the signature is considered the date of
mai | i ng;

((63))) (c) The ((envetoepe)) declaration nust be signed ((by)) no
later than el ection day;

((64))) (d) If the voter is not already reqgistered to vote, the
signed declaration ((en—the—enveloepe)) is the equivalent of voter
regi stration

((65))) (e) A voter may ((fFax—a—votedballot—andthe—acconpamyng
envelope—i—the—voler—agrees—to—walve—secrecy——The—baltot—w+-—be
counted—+—the—origtnal—docurent s—are—recetved-belore—cert+Heatton—ob
the—eleetion)) request to receive all future ballots by fax, e-mail, or
ot her avail abl e el ectronic neans; ((and

£y —A—veter—pry—obtath—a—batHet—via—eleetrente—aat——whteh—the

: ’ | I I 1 I  neili
I | . o ¢ ball I I . ,
he ball . . hall inelud I b o Y 3 oY
seeretary—of—state)) (f) A voter may return_a_ ballot and_ signed
declarations by fax or e-mail; and

(g) Avoter may contact the county auditor's office to confirmthat

the ball ot was received.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 29A 40 RCW
to read as foll ows:
An overseas or service voter mmy register to vote, request a
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ballot, or transmt a ballot using forns or nethods provided by the
United States departnent of defense or the United States election
assi stance conm ssion."

HB 2483 - S AMD
By Senator Cenmig

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "Relating to" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "expanding the use of fax, e-mail, or
other forms of electronic voting to all voters; amendi ng RCW 29A. 04. 008
and 29A. 40. 150; adding a new section to chapter 29A 48 RCW and addi ng
a new section to chapter 29A. 40 RCW"

EFFECT: Al voters, including overseas and mlitary voters, my
return a voted ballot by e-mail. Definition of "mail ballot" is added,
whi ch includes voted ballots submtted by e-mail or fax.
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